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COMMENTS OF BLOOMINGTON BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Bloomington Broadcasting Corporation ("BBC") , on behalf of itself and the radio stations

owned and operated by BBC subsidiaries, hereby submits its comments regarding the

Commission's proposed 1995 Regulatory Fee Schedule.

BBC's wholly-owned subsidiaries are licensees of the following radio stations:

VVIEM:(AJd) , Bloomington, IL
'WBNQ(FM), Bloomington, IL
'WKLQ(FM), Holland, MI
VVLAV-FM, Grand Rapids, MI
'WBBL(AM), Grand Rapids, MI
VVGOVV(AM), Chattanooga, TN
VVSKZ(FM), Chattanooga, TN
VVOGT(FM), East Ridge, TN
VVJCVV(AM), Johnson City, TN
VVQUT(FM), Johnson City, TN
WKIN(AM), Kingsport, TN
\VKOS(FM), Kingsport, TN
VVTCB(FM), Orangeburg, SC
VVOMG(AM), Columbia, SC
VVOMG-FM, Columbia, SC
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The 1994 Regulatory Fee Schedule for radio stations distinguished for assessment

purposes between commercial AM and commercial FM stations, and within each service, further

distinctions were drawn between various classes of stations. For AM stations, Classes A, B,

C and D stations each had a separate fee category. For FM stations, Classes C, Cl, C2 and B

were lumped in one fee category while Classes A, Bl and C3 were lumped in another. No

distinction was drawn on the basis of the size of the market in which the station was located.

Thus, a Class B station in New York City paid the same regulatory fee as Class C stations in

the smallest U.S. markets. In its Notice of Proposed Rule Makine issued the above-captioned

proceeding on January 12, 1995, the Commission recognized, "That the population density of

a station's geographic location was also a public interest factor warranting recognition in the Fee

Schedule." NPRM at '29. The Commission tentatively decided to distinguish between stations

located in Arbitron metro survey areas from those located outside any Arbitron metro. No

distinction is drawn in the Commission's proposal on the basis of the size of the Arbitron market

in question. Thus, a Class B FM station in Market 1 (New York, with a population of

14,330,5(0) pays the same regulatory fee as a Class C or Cl station in Market 261 (Minot,

North Dakota, with a population of 47,100). To lump such stations together is simply unfair.

While the distinction between Arbitron and non-Arbitron markets is appropriate, we urge

the Commission to draw further distinctions within Arbitron markets. Specifically, it is

suggested that the same market classification structure as used for commercial television stations

be adopted -- for example, different fee categories should be established for each class of station

in Market 1-10, Markets 11-25, Markets 26-50, Markets 51-100 and for the remaining Arbitron
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markets. If the Commission determines that the creation of that many fee classifications is

unwieldy, which we do not believe is the case, at a minimum, the Commission should establish

three fee categories in which to divide the Arbitron markets: Markets 1-50, Markets 51-100,

Markets 101-261. In determining the fees for the various market classifications, the same ratios

used for commercial television stations should be adopted. Specifically, the ratio between the

regulatory fee paid by a station located in Arbitron Market 101 or smaller to those within larger

markets should be as follows: 1-3.6 for Markets 1-10, 1-3.2 for Markets 11-25, 1-2.4 for

Markets 26-50, and 1-1.6 for Markets 51-100. The use of such ratios would make the fee

structure for stations located within Arbitron markets, particularly FM stations, much more

equitable and fairly reflect the population density of a station's geographic location, which the

Commission has already acknowledged as a public interest factor warranting recognition in the

Fee Schedule.

If the Commission were to only adopt three fee classifications with respect to Arbitron

markets, using the methodology described in Appendix E of the NPRM, the ratio between the

same classes of stations located in an Arbitron Market 101 or smaller would be as follows: 1

3.1 for Markets 1-50 and 1-1.6 for Markets 51-100.

To summarize, it is inequitable to lump all Arbitron market stations of the same class

together. For large market stations, even if the regulatory fee were quadrupelled, the added

financial burden would be insignificant. But for stations in the smallest Arbitron markets,

particularly FM stations, the regulatory fees currently proposed represent a significant burden.
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We urge the Commission to adjust the Fee Schedule for stations located within Arbitron

markets accordingly.

BLOOMINGTON BROADCASTING CORPORATION

Bloomington Broadcasting Corp.
P.O. Box 8
Bloomington, Illinois 61701

February 13, 1995


